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A few years ago we attended the wedding of the daughter of a close friend.  My friend had 

shared with me the fact that her daughter’s husband-to-be had been, in his words, “abandoned” 

by his father as a toddler.  His mother was single for a long time and then remarried, and he had 

no contact with his birth father throughout his growing up.  When the young couple became 

engaged, the husband-to-be tried to find his birth father.  Finally, the week before the wedding, 

he located his father and went to meet him. The father and his new family cordially greeted the 

son, and the son invited his father and family to his wedding, and they accepted the invitation 

with some nervousness, but with joy.  The situation was a bit peculiar, because the father had 

been completely out of the picture for some 25 years.  But when he showed up at the wedding 

everyone was glad to see him.  My friend, the mother of the bride, was a little unsure where to 

seat the father at the dinner party, so she seated him next to me.   Jim and I had the honor to talk 

with him and see him beam with great pride at his son’s wedding. 

 

Here the son offered forgiveness to the prodigal father.  Here the father learned to say “son.”  It 

is never too late to forgive and to love again.  Perhaps there is a person in your life who comes to 

mind today, someone you can forgive, perhaps someone you need to forgive. 

 


