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August 15
Fijian Choir
performs during
Worship.
Stay after for
refreshments to
welcome them.

August 29
Bike Ride w/ Trudy
The cycling group

will again picnic and
ride around the
perimeter of RP.
All are invited,
bicycles can be
borrowed if you
need one.
584-9780

September 5
Outdoor Worship
Service with
Bluegrass Band.
Lunch afterwards.

J A Note from Your Pastor...

The Bible is a collection of writings composed and compiled by people with deep
faith in God. When we have faith, we interpret life through its lens. We
recognize God's actions in our lives and in the lives of people throughout the ages.

James Cone wrote in A Black Theology of Liberation:

"[Faith] is the perspective which enables human beings to recognize God's
actions in human history. Other persons could have been aware of the exodus of a
small band of Hebrews from Egypt and their subsequent entering into the land of
Canaan ... but only those with the faith of Israel would know that those liberative
events were God's self-revelation."

Hymn writers and preachers attempt to show something of "God's self-revelation."
We all can look for how God reveals goodness in the context of our lives: in the
beauty of a summer day, in a time of respite and relaxation, in a family dinner or
special gathering, in an amazing piece of music, in a food line at a soup kitchen, or
at a peaceful demonstration for social change.

Some people find spiritual direction helpful in learning how to ask and answer the
question, "How is God working in my life?" Spiritual directors have special
training to guide a person to recognize God's action in normal life events. I
believe we can also look for God's action in our personal reading. For instance,
today we examine the character Celie in The Color Purple by Alice Walker. If
you have read the book, or seen the film, you know how she discovers freedom
through her faith in God and contact with people who give her hope for the future.

If you read a book or see a film where you see God at work, please share the title
with me! You can also add a comment on our "sermon chat" on the Facebook
page, "St. John's United Methodist Church."

Blessings,

Heather




Find Us on Facebook

Daniel Reed and Heather have created a Facebook Page for St. John®! If you have a Facebook
account, please check us out. If not, why not consider joining? There are many here who can
help you get started, just call the office. Youd find a sermon chat group, upcoming events with a
means to RSVP with a click of a button, Heather® prayer for the day, and more. YOU can help
make St. John® page vital and interesting to the public.

Corner

June Faith Giving Monthly Budget Expenses Love Offerings
$8,722.00 $10,077.00 $60.00

There are 8 more Faith we Sing books ($13.00) and 2 more hymnals ($17.50) which
are available for dedicating to your loved ones. Pick up a form on the Visitor’s table
and submit to the office or place in the collection plate with your payment. Thanks.

Flinanee

Webcasts

Heather will be attending the School for Congregational Development with other Sonoma
Circuit pastors, July 29-Aug. 2 in Nashville, TN. As a registered church, St. John's is invited to
watch the talks on the computer (Pacific Daylight times listed): Go to http://gbgm-
umec.org/scd10 to see the webcasts.

Thursday, July 29: 3:00 pm Bishop Dick Wills: Forming Deliberate Disciples

Friday, July 30: 6:30 am Rev. Sharma Leis: Developing Contagious Faith Communities

Friday, July 30: 5:45 pm Rev. Sam Park: Called to Grow and Go!

Saturday, July 31: 6:30 am Dr. David Owens: Creating a Climate for Change

Monday, August 2: 7:30 am Rev. Rudy Rasmus: Engaging in Our Mission

Monday, August 2: 2:00 pm Rev. Dottie Escobedo-Frank: Moving Beyond the Church Walls

Also listen in Sunday, August 1 from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm for the UMCOR Benefit for Haiti and
Nashville, with Tony Campolo and music by Richie McDonald and The
Gordon Memorial UMC Choir.

Prayers...

First Tongan UMC of San Bruno is our Golden Gate District church to lift in prayer the week of
July 26 to 31.

Many churches in our conference struggle to involve youth and young adults. But First Tongan
UMC of San Bruno is not one of them. The church asks for prayers that its success with the
young continues -- both because future church vitality depends on it, and also because church-
centering is vital for adult adjustment to life.

First Tongan UMC has 185 children, youth, and young adults in 16 Sunday School classes.
Although youth aged 12-18 still have their separate Bible studies and confirmation classes, for
many activities youth and young adults at First Tongan UMC have been combined. Every

Friday is 'Po Tali Ui' -- youth and youth adults fellowshipping. They do fundraisers for the church,
dinners, and parties throughout the year, with young adults taking the lead to show the way for
the youth who will so shortly follow.

Sermons Coming Up.-.

Aug. 1 Rev. Jim Current preaching
"Faith in More than Yourself* Luke 12: 13-21

Aug. 8 "Ruth, Woman of Faith and Grace," Ruth 1:8, 15-18; Hebrews 11:4-16;
Margot Godolphin singing
Aug. 15 "Faith of a People," Hebrews 11:29-12:2, Fijian Choir

Fijian Choir singing
Aug. 22 "Faith as Fire!" Hebrews 12:18-29
Orchestra plays

Aug. 29 "Faith as Love," Song of Solomon/Songs, Hebrews 13:1-16, St. John's
Lora McAfee and Margot sing

Sept. 5 Outdoor service with Bluegrass Band playing.
Lunch provided by Fellowship Team.




